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Minutes of Mudford Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 31st July 2025 at 19:00, 
Mudford Village Hall, BA21 5TE 

 
Present – Councillors (Cllrs): Jo Dalton-Leggett (Chair), Robin Bowring, David Brown, 
Philip Edgeworth, Peter Blackwood and Stephen Bartlett. 
Absent – Cllrs: John Snell. 
In attendance: Petra Galloway – Parish Clerk/RFO and 4 members of the public. 
 
19:00 – Meeting started. 
 
25/119 To receive and consider apologies for absence and approve the reasons (LGA 
1972 s 85(1)). 
No apologies were received; Cllr Snell was absent. 

25/120 Declarations of interests. Council members to declare any interests, including any 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the 
requirements of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior requests 
from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 2011 s 33 (b-e).  (NB this 
does not preclude any later declarations). 
No Declarations of interest were received. 

25/121 To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting 
held on 26th June 2025 (LGA 1972 Sch 12, para 41(1)). 
RESOLVED: The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 26th June 2025 were 
approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting held. 
 
25/122 To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Extraordinary 
meeting held on 11th July 2025 (LGA 1972 Sch 12, para 41(1)). 
RESOLVED: The minutes from the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 
2025 were approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting held. 
 
25/123 To receive Public Comments.  
This section is at the Chairman’s discretion and may last up to 15 minutes. 
No public comments were received. 

25/124 To receive outside reports from Representatives. 
i. Somerset Councillors (3 minutes)  

Cllr Messenger sent his apologies. 
Cllr Hobhouse – Questions were raised on who owns Mudford Park and Octagon, 
Cllr Hobhouse will seek the answer. Planning application delays are due to changes 
in the planning department. The department is dealing with the new applications but 
not the backlog. The delays are largely due to unresolved section 106 agreements 
(phosphate issues). 

ACTION: Clerk to email Cllr Hobhouse regarding ownership 
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ii. Outside bodies/groups (3 minutes) 
Chair of the Village Hall (VH) Committee – The Flower Show was a successful 
event. Next large event will be MacMillian coffee morning to be held on 25th 
September. 
Speed Watch representative – Speed Watch resumed its activity. The group has lost 
one volunteer but gained another one. It was noted that the speed device data at the 
top of the village indicates that vehicles are speeding more often (the device 
currently does not flash warning). 

 
20:24 Cllr Bartlett arrived at the meeting and apologised for his late arrival. 
 

25/125 To receive an update on matters arising from previous meetings and to review 
the action list. 

i. Microsoft 365 Business license (Clerk). – Completed.  
ii. Flood Warden equipment purchase (Clerk). – The Clerk is unable to purchase items 

from suppliers who do not allow payments by bank transfer. The Clerk is awaiting a 
quote from Nebo for purchase of headlights and torches and requested sizing 
information for the purchase of boots. 

iii. Village Hall’s Safe Haven (Clerk). – In progress. The VH is looking at the type of the 
Bleed kit and Sump Pump required. 

iv. Parish Online Mapping Software trial (Clerk). – In progress. Clerk is testing the 
software. 

v. Lyde Road crossing update (Clerk). – YWPC (Yeovil Without Parish Council) 
supports the request for the crossing (now with Somerset Highways), and the 
crossover of parishes at/near the location. Whether funded by s 106 and/or YWPC, 
any upgrade/alteration may be complicated by the new 765 dwelling development, 
the presence of which may result (subject to a traffic survey/review) in change(s) to 
the road infrastructure at Lyde Road, possibly rendering obsolete any 
upgrade/alteration to the crossing made at this juncture. 

vi. FOI request – soil testing 14/02554/OUT (Clerk). – Response from SC (Somerset 
Council) that they do not hold the information requested. The Clerk is going to seek a 
response from the developer and contact the ICO to seek advice on whether the 
information can be sought from the firm performing the testing too. 

vii. SID repair (Clerk). – The Clerk is awaiting a response on a scheduled date. 
viii. Footpath diversion Y 18/1 (Clerk). – No update received, the Clerk will email the 

RoW team again. 

25/126 To receive planning decisions report: 
14/02554/OUT – The Section 106 Agreement was signed on 10th July 2025, and the 
Decision Notice was issued on 15th July 2025. Mudford Parish Council solicitors have sent 
the pre-action protocol letter to Somerset Council with a copy to the developer on 29th July 
2025. 
15/03942/FUL - Land North of Primrose Lane (Combe Bottom), Mudford, Yeovil. The 
Decision Notice was issued on 15th July 2025. 
 
25/127 To consider commenting on planning applications received on and after 25th 
July 2025. 
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25/01764/TPO – Received for information only. 
 
25/128 FINANCE: To approve the Cashbook/Bank Reconciliation to 30th June 2025 
and review budget for Q1 FY 2025-2026. 

 
RESOLVED: The Council approved the Cashbook/Bank Reconciliation and reviewed the 
budget. 

25/129 FINANCE:  

i. To note payments made in July 2025 under the delegated authority of the 
Clerk/RFO. 

MUDFORD PARISH COUNCIL 2025-26
Receipts and Payments Summary for the year ending  31st March 2026

Last Year This Year Transfer from 
Reserves Budget 

Remaining 
based on initital 

budget

Remaining % 
based on initial 

budget
Variance

2024-25 2025-26 during 25-26 2025-26 2025-26 2025-26 between years
RECEIPTS
Precept 58,100.00£     46,467.00£      11,633.00-£       
Deposit Interest 2,662.84£       597.35£           2,065.49-£         
Cemetery Fees 2,380.00£       200.00£           2,180.00-£         
Grants -£                -£                 -£                  
Other 35.00£            -£                 35.00-£              
VAT repayment 8,349.53£       -£                 8,349.53-£         
TOTAL RECEIPTS 71,527.37£     47,264.35£      24,263.02-£       

PAYMENTS
Operations

Salaries 9,504.51£       2,311.88£        11,000.00£      8,688.12£        79% 7,192.63-£         
Admin 4,018.58£       2,701.00£        5,233.00£        2,532.00£        48% 1,317.58-£         
Subscriptions 663.08£          447.32£           724.00£           276.68£           38% 215.76-£            
Insurance 921.28£          1,391.32£        1,000.00£        391.32-£           -39% 470.04£            
Training 380.00£          450.00£           1,345.00£        895.00£           67% 70.00£              
Audits 557.63£          295.00£           650.00£           355.00£           55% 262.63-£            

Parish Maintenance
Grounds Maintenance Contract 4,125.42£       1,750.19£        6,500.00£        4,749.81£        73% 2,375.23-£         
Hedges and Trees 2,676.27£       -£                 4,210.00£        4,210.00£        100% 2,676.27-£         
Cemetery 5,963.18£       168.50£           2,080.00£        1,911.50£        92% 5,794.68-£         
Play Area/Inspections 941.64£          -£                 935.00£           935.00£           100% 941.64-£            
General Parish Maint/Drains/Flood 1,503.00£       105.00£           2,540.00£        2,435.00£        96% 1,398.00-£         

25-26 Projects and Grants
Grants 1,885.00£       1,908.00£        5,300.00£        3,392.00£        64% 23.00£              
Parish Projects 1,164.60£       -£                 600.00£           600.00£           100% 1,164.60-£         
Up Mudford Challenge 26,398.50£     -£                 8,000.00£        -£                 -£                 N/A 26,398.50-£       

VAT incurred 8,204.45£       370.24£           7,834.21-£         
Budget additions (To Reserves) 4,350.00£        
TOTAL PAYMENTS 68,907.14£     11,898.45£      

s137 sub-total 1,908.00£        

Exc of Recpt over Paymts 2,620.23£       35,365.90£      

plus balances b/fwd 100,068.01£   102,688.24£    

Balances c/fwd 102,688.24£   138,054.14£      

Unity Trust Current Account 2,391.53£       
Unity Trust Savings Account 65,662.61£     
Redwood Bank 95 day notice 40,000.00£     
Redwood Bank 1 yr Bond 30,000.00£     

Less Outstanding payments -£                
Add Outstanding lodgements -£                
Total balances at bank 138,054.14£    

Reconciliation with bank accounts at 30th JUNE 2025
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Invoice Payee Particulars Amount Notes 
1 Brynley Andrews 

Associates 
Arb survey Inv BAA1676 £685.00 Paid on 

03.07.2025 
2 Richard Buxton 

Solicitors 
Legal Fees Up Mudford Inv 2881  
(Section 106 Agreement review) 

£1,560.00 Paid on 
11.07.2025 

3 Staff Salary July XXXXX Paid on 
29.07.2025 

 

ii. To note an internal virement of £2,500 from the Unity Trust Bank Instant Access 
Saving Account to Unity Trust Bank Current Account on 28.07.2025. 

iii. To note a receipt of £200 on 23.07.2025 from A J Wakely & Sons. The payment was 
for an interment fee for T18, incorrectly described on the bank statement by the 
funeral directors.  

RESOLVED: The Council noted i. the payments, ii. the internal virement and iii. the receipt. 

25/130 FINANCE: To approve the payment schedule for July 2025. 

Invoice Payee Particulars Amount 
1 DAPTC CiLCA training Inv 0198 £275.00 
2 KM Dike Nurseries Grounds Maintenance Inv 2292 £427.50 
3 Staff Expenses 06 and 07 £82.00 
4 HMRC 794PL00149285 mo 4 £42.92 
5 P D Sargent Cemetery Maintenance June Inv 22-86 £36.00 

 
RESOLVED: The Council approved the payment schedule. 

ACTION: Clerk to set up the payments, Cllrs Brown and Dalton-Leggett to authorise them. 

25/131 To receive and consider changes to the weekly reporting for playground and 
skate park inspections (Somerset Council). 
Somerset Council no longer provides weekly inspection reports. The Council will issue six-
monthly reports in line with invoices. 
RESOLVED: The Council considered the changes and agreed to receive the six-monthly 
reports in line with the invoices. 

25/132 To discuss and consider the consultation on Draft Recommendations for 
Division Boundaries (new electoral arrangements) in Somerset Council and agree the 
response. 
RESOLVED: The Council considered the consultation and agreed to request that Mudford 
Parish aligns with the two sister villages of Ashington and Chilton Cantelo and becomes 
part of Ilchester District. The Council delegated the Clerk to write the response and seek 
feedback from the councillors via email before sending it. 

ACTION: Clerk 

25/133 Tree surgery in the Recreation Ground, Cemetery and Withy Bed: 

i. To note that 4 quotes were requested for tree surgery. 
ii. To receive 4 quotes. 
iii. To agree actions to be taken. 
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The Council agreed the list of works based on the professional Arboriculturist survey 
received on 26th June 2025. The 4 quotes received were based on the list of agreed works. 
The Clerk advised the Council to follow the guidance of the Arboriculturist survey. 

RESOLVED: The Council decided to seek another opinion on alternative solutions for the 
beech tree in the Cemetery and potentially the other two trees which require work. Cllr 
Bartlett will seek an opinion from Somerset Council’s tree warden. Further decisions were 
deferred to the next meeting. 

ACTION: Cllr Bartlett, Clerk 

25/134 New signs for the play area, skate park, outdoor gym and Cemetery: 

i. To note that 3 quotes were requested for the new signs. 
ii. To receive 3 quotes. 
iii. To agree actions to be taken. 

RESOLVED: The Council i. noted that 3 quotes were requested and ii. received the 3 
quotes. The Council agreed that an additional sign for the outdoor gym was not required as 
it only has one viable entrance. The Council agreed to accept quote 3 from Falcon Signs 
provided the cost of the outdoor gym and post will be deducted, the maximum amount 
agreed for the remaining 6 signs (two with poles) will be £649.52 + VAT and will be debited 
to General Parish Maintenance budget line. The wording of the signs was agreed on 26th 
June; details were delegated to the Clerk (amended pricing, placing the order). 

ACTION: Clerk 

25/135 To review and adopt the Cemetery Privacy Notice. 

RESOLVED: The Council reviewed and adopted the Notice. 

25/136 Community plan (survey): 

i. To discuss and consider a community plan for the parish. 
ii. To consider creation of a Steering (Working) Group and agree membership. 
iii. To agree a timeline of Steering Group meetings and grant applications. 
iv. To consider allocating additional hours for the Clerk’s work on the survey. 

The last Community Plan was completed in 2008. In light of two recent planning decisions, 
the Council agreed would be prudent to conduct a new community survey as soon as 
practicable. SALC relaunched its grant programme on 30th June 2025, with up to £5,000 
for Community Plans, potentially with support from the Community Council for Somerset 
(CCS). 

RESOLVED: The Council 

i. discussed and agreed a community survey shall be conducted. 
ii. agreed to create a Steering Group (advisory function only) and agreed the 

membership as follows: The Clerk, Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Edgeworth, Chair of the VH 
Committee, Chair of Three Villages Flood Group, The Speed Watch representative. 
The Council agreed for the group to meet at least twice prior to submitting a grant 
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application to SALC no later than 22nd September. The Application will be discussed 
at the next full Council meeting. 

iii. agreed to compensate the Clerk for the additional hours spend on the project. The 
Clerk will track the hours and present the overtime to the Council as required. 

25/137 To discuss and consider 14/02554/OUT Up Mudford (Primrose Lane) 
development’s Community Hall. 
RESOLVED: The Council deferred the discussion to a later date. 
 
20:52 The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders 3 w and extend the meeting until no 
later than 21:30. 

25/138 To note Cllr Snell has requested for the agenda to be sent by post. 
RESOLVED: The Council noted Cllr Snell receives all agenda by post but he has not 
requested the supporting papers. The Papers can be downloaded from the website. 

25/139 To consider Councillors’ training needs. 
Councillors were advised to attend Code of Conduct and GDPR training. Cllrs Edgeworth 
and Snell have not attended Code of Conduct training during the last year. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Edgeworth agreed to attend the Code of Conduct training on Tuesday 
12th August if still available. Cllr Dalton-Leggett agreed to attend GDPR training. The 
Council has agreed the cost of both training events (£25 Code of Conduct and GDPR 
training to be confirmed).  

ACTION: Clerk to book the training, Cllrs to attend 

25/140 To receive Councillor reports1. 
Cllr Bartlett is meeting the Yeovil Rivers Community Trust to discuss the Withy Bed project 
and will invite the Clerk to join the meeting. 

25/141 To receive the Parish Clerk’s report and any correspondence. 
Report: 
Unity Bank MultiPay Card – next meeting’s agenda. 
Correspondence: 
Planning Enforcement by Somerset Council 
Unity Trust Bank – From 31st October payer’s bank details will no longer be visible on the 
statements. 
NALC – Chief executive’s bulletin, Council of the Year and Events newsletter 
 
25/142 To receive the traffic report from Vehicle Activated Devices. 
Total number of vehicles in July 2025: 236,248 

25/143  Items for the next agenda. 
i. Review of effectiveness of internal controls (September/October) 
ii. SALC Grant Application (Community survey/plan) 
iii. Small repairs (skate park and play area) 

 
1 N.B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA 
1972 Sch 12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119). 
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iv. Unity Bank MultiPay Card 
v. Village Hall’s Safe Haven  
vi. Tree surgery quotes 

25/144  Date of next meeting – 28th August 2025 at 19:00 at Mudford Village Hall, BA21 
5TE, (Cllrs to note – all agenda items to be notified to the Parish Clerk by Monday 18th 
August 2025). 
 
25/145 Exempt Session – Exclusion of the Press & Public. 
The Council is recommended to resolve that under section 1, paragraph 2 of The Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the 
meeting for the following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
RESOLVED: The Council agreed to exclude the press and public to discuss an 
employment matter. 
 
25/146 To note the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has 
reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026 
and to agree to adopt the changes to staff remuneration from 1st April 2025. 
RESOLVED: The Council noted the new rates and agreed to adopt the changes to staff 
remuneration from 1st April 2025. 

21:19 – Meeting ended. 
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List of July 2025 Payments 

 

No Date To Whom Paid Particulars Amount
P16 05.06.2025 B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld 794PL00149285 mo 2 73.22-£        
P17 05.06.2025 B/P to: Pinnacle Accountancy Payroll Inv 18926 121.20-£      
P18 16.06.2025 B/P to: SLCC Qualification fee QL207384-1 450.00-£      
P19 27.06.2025 B/P to: Mrs Petra Galloway Staff Pay June 824.42-£      
P20 27.06.2025 B/P to: KM Dike Nurseries Grounds Maintenance Inv 2270 427.50-£      
P21 27.06.2025 B/P to: P D Sargent Cemetery April Inv 22-85 147.50-£      
P22 27.06.2025 B/P to: 3 Villages Flood Group Grant June 25/89 1,908.00-£   
P23 30.06.2025 SERVICE CHARGE BANK CHARGES 6.00-£          


